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Achievements
The Institute has continued to serve the interests of its members through its established programmes in the areas of education, professional development, meetings and publications, and by providing representation in areas such as the Engineering Council, Standardisation and International affairs. Strategic development of the Institute continued to be a priority and various actions were implemented.

During the year

· A Publicity and Information Manager was appointed on 1 January, resulting in greater awareness of the Institute’s activities
· Membership increased by almost 4%
· An ambitious programme of well attended conferences and technical meetings was undertaken at both national and regional level, and included the 21st Reproduced Sound Conference 
· A well attended series of new Certificate of Proficiency courses on “Anti-social Behaviour etc (Scotland) Act 2004 Noise Measurements” was held in Scotland
· The Institute’s prestigious medals and awards programme was enhanced by the introduction of two new awards. The Young Persons Award for Innovation in Acoustical Engineering (sponsored by Industrial Acoustics Company Ltd) was presented at the Autumn Conference and the Award for Promoting Acoustics to the Public was presented at Reproduced Sound 21
· The period of office of Ordinary Members of Council was reduced to encourage wider participation of the membership at the highest level
· Council approved the formation of a new Branch to be known as the Central Branch, to better serve members in the northern home counties
· Changes were made to the Institute’s national, regional and specialist committee structures to improve representation of young members
· Advertising revenue was increased
· Demand continued to grow for the Institute’s Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control and for our range of short courses
· Further development of the Institute’s Web Site took place
· The Acoustics Archive is now housed at Southampton University’s library
· The Institute has been actively participating in the consultation process for Government initiatives, as well as in formulating British and International Standards
· The search for a new Chief Executive was commenced
· The contract for the production of the Acoustics Bulletin was reviewed and awarded to PointOne as from January 2006
· A members’ survey questionnaire was designed, to be actioned early in 2006
STANDING COMMITTEES

The operation of the Institute is guided by Council through Standing Committees concerned with Education, Medals and Awards, Meetings, Membership, Publications, and Research Co-ordination. There is also a Committee of the Engineering Division.

Education Committee 

The Education Committee has continued to develop its portfolio of programmes and courses to meet a record demand for professional training in acoustics and noise control. Many of the successful students then go on to join the Institute. 

Under the chairmanship of David Saunders, the management of the Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control has continued to progress. A major revision of the modular structure of the Diploma is underway for implementation in the near future. The aim of the revision is to produce a modular content that reflects the contemporary needs of acoustics professionals as a post-graduate Diploma award, in the context of the Higher Education qualifications framework. The number of students recruited to the Diploma in September 2004 was 150, including 30 in the Distance Learning Scheme. Following the success of one Distance Learning student from New Zealand in 2003, plans for a franchising arrangement with Auckland University are progressing and discussions are also taking place with members of the Australian Acoustical Society.

Demand for the Certificate of Competence courses in Environmental Noise Measurement continues to grow and the Institute’s courses in Workplace Noise Assessment and the Management of Hand-arm Vibration have been reviewed and developed to reflect the requirements of new UK legislation in these areas. Two sets of examined short courses to support the introduction of anti-social behaviour legislation in Scotland were given.

Members of the Education Committee and its associated sub-committees and working groups, and the several Institute members who act as examiners for our courses, continue to give their time and expertise to this vital part of the Institute’s work. 

Engineering Division Committee

Following the Institute’s five-yearly Engineering Council ‘licence renewal audit’ in 2004, the Policy and Procedures Manual, which is effectively the quality manual for the Division, has been fully revised. The Committee met three times during the year and six candidates were interviewed for Chartered Engineer registration. Two internal audits were carried out, with no non-compliances identified. Following the “Get Chartered” promotion in the Bulletin, the number of enquiries for CEng/IEng registration has grown but some candidates still defer or fail to complete their applications. This initiative has also generated offers of help from Institute members willing to act either as mentors or committee members. Surprisingly, the level of interest in Chartered Scientist and Chartered Environmentalist registration was not as high as anticipated.

Medals and Awards Committee

The opening event of the Underwater Acoustics Group’s conference held at the National Physical Laboratory in March was the presentation of the 2004 A B Wood Medal to Dr Eric Pouliquen, following which he gave his medal lecture Recent progress in high frequency sea floor acoustics.  

At the Spring Conference held at The Oxford Hotel, Prof Heinrich Kuttruff was presented with the Rayleigh Medal for 2005 and gave his medal lecture Retrospective room acoustics and at the same conference the R W B Stephens Medal for 2005 was presented to Prof Michael Vorländer whose medal lecture was entitled Buildings – How they sound.  The Spring Conference also provided the occasion to present the inaugural Engineering Medal (for 2004) to Rob Harris who spoke about The acoustic design of the new Copenhagen Opera House, and to confer Honorary Fellowship on Dr Geoff Leventhall.

The Autumn Conference also held at The Oxford Hotel witnessed the presentation of the inaugural Young Persons’ Award for Innovation in Acoustical Engineering to Dr Andrew Hurrell for his work in developing miniature high frequency hydrophones used in medical imaging.  John Sargent and Dr Peter Dobbins received their Awards for Distinguished Service to the Institute, and the Institute’s Best Diploma Student Award for 2005 was presented to Simon Faircloth.

At Reproduced Sound 21, also at The Oxford Hotel, the 2005 Peter Barnett Memorial Award was presented to Dr Per Brüel who addressed the theme of the development of instrumentation with From sound level meters to RaSTI.  Prof James Angus gave his lecture for the 2004 Award, Spherical chickens and sound reinforcement: How Fourier rules the roost.  New in 2005, the first Award for Promoting Acoustics to the Public was presented at Reproduced Sound 21 to Bronwen Bird, for developing innovative acoustical exhibits and educational programmes.

Other highlights of 2005 included the announcement of Dr Aaron Thode as the winner of the 2005 A B Wood Medal (to be presented at a suitable future conference), the presentation of the joint IOA/ISVR Professor D W Robinson Prize for 2005 to Hooi Yin Loo, John Hinton being awarded an OBE for services to noise assessment, Robert Evans being named as the winner of the ANC’s Best Diploma Project Award (to be presented at the Spring Conference 2006), and learning that Prof Tim Leighton had been announced as the winner of the Institute of Physics’ Paterson Medal for 2006.

Meetings Committee
The Meetings Committee met four times in 2005.  The year has seen some change in the Committee Membership: in July, Stephen Turner retired from duty as Chairman and his place was taken by Jeremy Newton. Hilary Notley and Sarah Radcliffe were elected onto the Committee, the former assuming the role of Secretary, replacing Jeremy Newton.    

The committee presided over the organisation of fifteen meetings covering a wide variety of topics.  The main ‘strategic’ topics of discussion for the Committee were ‘Fees’, including guidance for students and speakers and ‘Guidelines on organising events’ which resulted in a document being prepared for use by meeting organisers explaining the roles and requirements of those involved. 

Membership Committee

The usual four meetings were held during the year, and a total of 320 individual applications (all grades) were considered, including potential new members and transfers between grades. There was a net increase of 94 over the previous year. There was an encouraging increase in the applications for Technician membership, 18 compared with only three in the previous year.
Four complaints under the Code of Conduct arose during the year, all of which are still under consideration. Professional Development matters are now shown as a separate section of the Institute's website. A series of downloadable forms, with examples, is included enabling members to maintain their own informal records. There are no proposals at present to introduce formal requirements but records of training etc. may be taken into account when applications for membership or upgrading are considered. 

During the year Brian Tunbridge and Gary Timmins were appointed to the committee.  At the end of the year with the approval of Council, James Dunn, having served as Chairman for seven years, handed over the chairmanship to Brian Tunbridge.

Publications Committee

It has been another successful year for the Publications Committee. We have seen the website increasing in its role as an essential communications channel, with an increased number of 'hits'. Especially popular have been the job vacancies that are posted! More developments are planned for 2006/2007 including on-line payment and greater access to Abstracts from meetings and conferences. At the same time advertising revenue has increased, with 2005 looking like a bumper year - much needed as the Institute tries to minimise costs to members yet at the same time we need to offer better services such as the website that cost more. 
 

January 2006 will see the launch of the Bulletin using our new contractors, PointOne. This has given us the opportunity for a much needed refresh of style and content, with the promise of more to come. Initial responses from members have been very favourable. 
 

Membership of the committee over the year has seen some changes, with the following retirements; John Sargent, John Tyler and Bridget Shield. All of these have made a huge contribution to the work over the years, and that is much appreciated. We have also welcomed a number of new members; including Peter Bird, Bob Walker, Gary Timmins and Victor Humphrey. Their contributions are already benefiting the work of the committee. Over the next year we would welcome more members, including someone to act as secretary and someone to assume the chair once Matthew Ling steps down in the Summer of 2006 after a number of years in the role.
 

Research Co-ordination Committee

The main activities of the Research Co-ordination Committee in 2005 have continued efforts on three fronts (a) liaison with Research Councils (b) liaison with Government Departments sponsoring acoustically-related research and (c) development of a Foresight proposal. Our contact with EPSRC continues to be fruitful. Dr Angharad Thomas has taken over from            Dr Neil Bateman as the EPSRC representative on the committee. We continue to discuss the extent and quantity of their support for mainline acoustics research. In addition we have encouraged the continuing support for mathematics training for postgraduate researchers in acoustics. A second successful Support Mathematics for Acoustics Research Training (SMART 2) was held at Southampton in July. The liaison with Defra continues to be useful especially in respect of noise-related activities. Richard Perkins has taken over from Dr Jo Bray as their representative on the committee. However, the relationship with DTI may suffer as a result of the retirement of Norman Bolton. Much of the committee’s activity during the year has been concerned with drafting a proposal for a Foresight project “Understanding, Monitoring and Controlling Environments Using Acoustic Waves”. This was submitted to Karl Cunion in the Foresight office in November and we are waiting for feedback.

SPECIALIST GROUPS

The Institute reflects the broad spectrum of the science and application of acoustics and several Specialist Groups have been formed to foster contacts between members of the various specialisms.

Building Acoustics Group

The key event of 2005 for the Building Acoustics Group was the very successful Spring Conference held in Oxford in April. The meeting was oversubscribed with capacity attendance of 140 delegates.

There were a number of specialist sessions on Room Acoustics, Sustainability, School Acoustics and Sound Insulation. In addition there was a workshop on measuring sound insulation throughout the first day with a formal presentation of the results on the second day. The meeting was significantly enhanced by three medal presentations and lectures. Prof Heinrich Kuttruff received the Rayleigh Medal, Prof Michael Vorländer received the R W B Stephens Medal and Rob Harris received the IOA Engineering Medal.

The Building Acoustics Group is preparing for a meeting on Auditorium acoustics for 2006 and is preparing a series of 2 day meetings over the next few years.

Electroacoustics Group 

Following the long and successful tradition that is Reproduced Sound, the Electroacoustics Group set out to make RS21 something special. The committee was made up from experienced members of the Professional Audio and Acoustician community. The task was clear. To create something that was worthy of the RS title, was informative, educational, inspiring, and, of course, interesting and entertaining.

The committee’s choice, under Mark Bailey as chairman, was a title that looked forward as well as back. ‘Feedback to the Future’ was coined and universally agreed as an apposite title for the 21st conference.  Over the preceding months, the conference was honed into a set of internationally provided papers, and some entertaining evening sessions - somewhat different from those seen in the past. Whilst all the papers submitted would be worthy of description here, the conference report by Bob Walker contained in the January/February issue of ‘Acoustics Bulletin’ covers this very well.

Some particular items deserve a special mention.  We were honoured by the presence of   Per Bruel who gave the Peter Barnett Memorial Lecture which was not only informative, but also entertaining to watch. James Angus’ lecture was, in his inimitable style, a delight to attend and most fitting that this Fellow should present at the 21st conference.

Other key ‘events’ included:-
· An ‘Antiques Roadshow’ (Robin Cross, Mark Bailey, History of PA museum, superbly compered by  John Watkinson)

· A University Challenge (Written and hosted by Peter Mapp, co-hosted by Mark Bailey)

· Entertainment – Got any ’ose? (A short performance of the famous ‘Two Ronnie’s’ sketch – Speech intelligibility indeed! Paul Malpas, aided by Mark Bailey)

· Demonstrations: ‘Surround sound in-cars’ in a loaned top spec Land Rover (kindly supplied by Harman Becker).
Environmental Noise Group

The Environmental Noise Group continued to be very active throughout the year. The group organised two one-day meetings, in London and Birmingham (jointly with the London and Midlands Branches), on the Defra Consultation on the transposition and implementation of the Environmental Noise Directive (2002/49/EC). Following these meetings, and based on the consensus opinion of the participants, the Environmental Noise Group committee formulated the Institute’s response to Defra. 

The group also organised a half-day workshop on the emerging PPS24 and this, together with its report in the Acoustics Bulletin, was largely responsible for the Institute being asked to provide a representative on the Defra PPS24 Technical Working Group (the Environmental Noise Group committee provides the representative). The group was also responsible for the one-day meeting on Developments in Noise Research held in Birmingham.

In addition, the group’s committee assisted the Institute’s Council with a number of consultation responses to external documents from Defra and other organisations, and it continues to liaise with internal and external groups to ensure that the Institute keeps up to date with the latest issues in environmental noise.

Measurement & Instrumentation Group 

The Group’s Committee has thrived during the year, and has been responsible for 3 one-day meetings and the Autumn Conference.

On 15 February, ‘From DAT to DISK’ was held at the Royal Society in London, organised by Simon Bull from Castle Group, attracting 53 delegates. There were presentations on aspects of noise and vibration recording and analysing in the morning, and the afternoon was devoted to workshops on various relevant techniques, with individual equipment consultations offered by Group members. 

On 13 July, the Health and Safety Laboratory in Buxton was the venue for ‘Let’s get Physical’ organised by Liz Brueck of the HSL. 65 delegates packed in to hear about the latest implications of the Physical Agents Directives on vibration and noise as seen by HSE, Insurance Companies, Trades Unions, businesses and consultants. As the meeting was over-subscribed, it was requested that it be re-run, and this occurred on 1 December at the same venue and with an almost identical line-up of speakers, who on this occasion addressed 38 delegates.

The AGM of the group was held at the first HSL meeting. Four committee members were required to stand down, but were all duly re-elected unopposed as no other nominations had been received and all were willing to continue on the committee.

The major organisational task of the year was without doubt the Autumn Conference – What noise annoys? 22 papers and a workshop were organised and successfully presented to       110 delegates. Topics ranging from environmental noise legislation and environmental factors in noise assessment through to sound quality and noise mapping were covered, and speakers from six European countries as well as the UK provided a wide-ranging view of the topics.   

A full programme is well in hand for both 2006 and 2007, which it is hoped will continue to benefit all members of the Institute. 

Musical Acoustics Group

The Musical Acoustics Group remains effectively dormant, although there has been some activity in 2005. Arrangements are being made for a repeat of the performance by the “New Violin Octet” held in Aust, South Gloucestershire, in 2004. This time the event will be in Edinburgh in 2006 and, again, will include opportunities for members to learn about these new instruments which were developed by Carleen Hutchins over the latter part of the 20th century. It is also on the cards that a meeting of the New Violin Family Association (the American organisation that promotes study, further development and performances of the instruments) can be arranged in Edinburgh to coincide with the performance. Additionally, the EPSRC funded UK Musical Acoustics Research Network under the Culture and Creativity Programme has been established, coordinated by Murray Campbell at Edinburgh University. To date, some organisational meetings have been held, but it is hoped that the network activities will provide an opportunity in 2006 for the long overdue Musical Acoustics AGM.

Noise and Vibration Engineering Group

The main public event organized by the group during the year was a meeting titled ‘Good Practice in Reducing Noise’, held in Oxford in October.  The meeting, which was organized jointly with the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) for the European Week for Safety and Heath at Work, was highly rated by the 72 delegates who attended, 28 of whom were not members of the Institute. This meeting was used to advise of the imminent revision of the noise at work regulations and to publicise the release of the HSE’s “Good Practice Guide to Noise Control”.
During the course of 2005 there was a gradual evolution in the group’s committee with a number of new members being recruited in an attempt to diversify the activities and interests of the Group. Malcolm Smith was elected as Chairman at the AGM held following the meeting in Oxford. Four committee meetings were held during the year, facilitated by a successful teleconferencing system, and two newsletters were sent out with the Bulletin.

Given the success of the event organized with HSE, the committee is actively considering the possibilities for other joint events that would be of interest to its members which could be with external groups (architects, automotive engineers, etc.) or other Institute Groups.

Joint IOA/IOP Physical Acoustics Group 

The highlight of the year was the Anglo-French Physical Acoustics Conference (AFPAC ’05) which was held in Le Havre in January.  This meeting, which is held annually on opposite sides of the Channel, was organised jointly with the Groupe Spécialisé d'Acoustique Physique, Sous-marine et Ultra-Sonore of the Société Française d’Acoustique.  In total 78 delegates attended the meeting, with 41 from the UK.  Over two days some six invited talks, thirty-nine papers and five posters were presented, covering a very wide range of topics and frequencies from Hz to GHz!  A particular feature of the conference is the encouragement given to PhD students to present their work.

In addition a very successful Tutorial Day on Physical Acoustics was held at the Institute of Physics in London on 22 September.  This took the form of three extended lectures on very different aspects of physical acoustics and ultrasound.  These enabled the presenters to provide comprehensive reviews of their topics. 

Speech Group

Again there was no activity during the year but attempts continue to find a new Chairman and reactivate the group during 2006. Consideration is being given to changing the name of the group to the Speech and Hearing Group.
Underwater Acoustics Group

The group held regular committee meetings throughout the year. This year Dr Paul Lepper of Loughborough University joined the committee after his election in the Spring. 
The main conference organised by the committee was led by Dr Steve Robinson and           Prof Victor Humphrey. The conference on ‘Sonar transducers and numerical modelling in underwater acoustics’ was hosted by the National Physical Laboratory (NPL) at Teddington in March. The conference attracted 81 delegates from 12 countries and included the                      A B Wood Medal presentation lecture for 2004 by Dr Eric Pouliquen.  The committee, through the Institute, also co-sponsored the conference ‘Boundary influences in high frequency, shallow water acoustics’ organised by Prof Nick Pace at the University of Bath in September. 
In the pipe line for 2006 is a session at the Institute’s Spring Conference and a Signal Processing conference which is to be held in the sunny climes of La Spezia, Italy.
REGIONAL BRANCHES

The Regional Branches of the Institute have been established to further the technical and social activities of the Institute at local level.

Central Branch

In May 2005 members in the Hertfordshire, Buckinghamshire and Bedfordshire regions were invited to express interest in the formation of a new regional branch to cater for members finding travel to London, Eastern or Midlands Branch meetings difficult.

Council duly approved the formation of the Central Branch in October and an ad-hoc seven strong committee was set up.  The Central Branch was publicised in the Acoustics Bulletin and will be included on the 2006 Subscription Notices.

Venues in Milton Keynes and Stevenage were identified for evening meetings on the first Tuesday in the months of March, June, September and December in 2006.

The Central Branch indicated a commitment to provide a forum for members in the region and in particular to develop the areas of professional development, the interests of younger members and the promotion of acoustics in schools.

Eastern Branch

Over the year the Eastern Branch Committee organised five technical meetings and one social meeting. These meetings had an average attendance of around 18 members and were organised from four committee meetings.

As always, the committee members have tried to provide a wide cross-section of topics with venues spread across the Eastern Region as much as possible, although the majority have been held at the Colchester Institute. The first meeting of the year was an afternoon meeting in March on ‘Ventilation System Design’ by Iain Kinghorn and was combined with a tour around Flakt-Woods at Colchester. 
This was followed in April by a meeting at Colchester delivered by Graham Frost on ‘Medical Applications of Acoustics’. In May, Adrian James gave an illustrated talk on the ‘Design of BBC East TV Studios’. This meeting was held at the Forum in Norwich and included a tour around the building afterwards. After the summer break our branch members returned in October to enjoy our planned social meeting for the year which was a very enjoyable Gourmet Meal at the Balkerne Room Restaurant at Colchester Institute. This was closely followed in late October by a meeting at Colchester on ‘Underwater Noise from Wind farms and its Potential for Effects on Marine Animals’ delivered by Dr Jeremy Nedwell. The final meeting in November was held at Colchester Institute when Philip Harrison delivered a lecture on ‘Forensic Acoustics – The Millionaire Coughing Investigation’ combined with the AGM.
Irish Branch 

This year has had some ups and downs for the branch.  The downs include the passing away of our Chairman and founder of the Irish Branch, Dr Gerry McCullagh, during October.  His enthusiasm for the education and promotion of acoustics throughout the island of Ireland will be sadly missed.  As a branch we failed to have any evening meetings, although the committee did meet twice.  The up side is that the Irish and Scottish Branches combined to hold a well attended (106 delegates) one-day meeting in Dublin on the topic of Sound Insulation in Dwellings.  For those who attended it was an informative meeting and also a time to socialise with others in the acoustics world.
 

Representation of the branch at the biennial Groups and Branches Meeting in St Albans was informative and allowed a time to meet new faces and talk to old friends. During the year to come it is planned that the Branch will be more active and that new blood will be encouraged on to the committee.
London Branch
As usual, the London Branch of the Institute can report another busy year comprising a successful one day conference, an interesting half day visit, the annual dinner and a programme of evening meetings. 

A total of ten events were held throughout the year. These consisted of six evening meetings held at Capita Symonds’ offices in Holborn, a half day visit to the Ascot Racecourse, a one day conference and the annual dinner.

Attendance at the meetings and functions has been good and generally on a par with previous years attendance figures, ranging from 15 to 40 members per evening meeting. 

The half day visit was attended by 20 Institute members and 6 non-members and was held at the site of the new Ascot Racecourse development. After a tour around the site, a presentation was given consisting of 6 interesting talks, covering all aspects of the new development relating to acoustics. A full write up of the visit was included in the September/October edition of the Acoustics Bulletin. 

The one day conference held in December, was on the subject of ‘Planning and Noise: PPS24 and related topics’ and was very well attended. Papers covered a range of topics including the revision of PPG24, IEMA/IOA noise impact assessment guidelines update, controlling external noise intrusion and the planning process relating to new noise sensitive premises.  

The annual dinner was held on 17 November at the Mar-i-Terra restaurant in Southwark. The after dinner talk was given by Peter Mapp and was thoroughly enjoyed by the 40 attendees. 

Evening papers throughout the year were given on the topics of: Calculation of road traffic noise in low speed situations, Being an expert witness, Results of the NPL study into comparative room acoustic measurement techniques, Human response to vibration, The Glastonbury festival and Silencing gas turbines. A full programme is being planned for this forthcoming year and the Branch looks forward to continued support from its members.

Midlands Branch 

At the AGM John Sheldon stepped down from the committee.  Brian Hemsworth and Adrian Allman agreed to join the committee and as all other committee members had indicated their willingness to continue in post the following were re-elected to serve for 2005/2006 John Hinton – Chairman, Ron Hawkes, John Grant,  Mike Fillery, Kevin Howell, Mike Swanwick, Paul Shields (Secretary).

Of the five meetings held in 2005, the first was held on 16 March at Coventry City Council House, where Professor Bill Davies of Salford University gave an interesting and lively presentation regarding a Defra funded project on Noise from Pubs and Clubs.  Bill’s talk covered his review of the evidence available, discussed how assessments of noise from pubs and clubs are currently made and illustrated some of the problems that arise with the various assessment methodologies used. There were some interesting and challenging questions from the floor, which provided further food for thought.

The second meeting, was a half-day event at the Rolls-Royce plc Derby Sinfin site. This involved a presentation by Mike Swanwick, Principal Technologist with Rolls-Royce, followed by a guided tour of the Rolls Royce Heritage Museum.  Mike provided an interesting insight into a complicated and under utilised method of identifying where major or protrusive noise sources emanate from a complex noise field composed of multiple sources.  Although few of the audience are likely to have access to the 100 plus microphones that Rolls-Royce often use, those present went away with a better understanding of the methods used and potential pitfalls.  Following the meeting the group was given a guided tour of the Heritage Trust Museum showing the evolution of Rolls Royce and its aero engine development from the First World War, through the evolution of the Spitfire’s famous Merlin engine to the latest Trent engines that are fitted to Jumbo Jets and the new Airbus.  

The third meeting entitled ‘IPCC - Noise Permitting - Pitfalls and Practice’ took place 6 July at   W S Atkins, Birmingham.  Keith Horton of Environment Acoustics gave an excellent presentation on his work with the Environment Agency.  This covered:

· The Agency’s approach to noise regulated under IPPC;

· The experience of dealing with consultant’s reports;

· The role of strategic permitting groups;

· The working better together protocol; and

· Considerations of the impact on wildlife.
Keith was particularly concerned about the varying quality of BS4142 assessments that he had to review.
The University of Derby was the venue for our fourth meeting and appropriately the topic for the evening was student presentations. This was the third year that the Midlands Branch has hosted this event where the best student projects of the year from the Applied Acoustics Masters courses made three presentation to the meeting. This year Scott Wilson had generously donated a prize for the best presentations on the night. As a final coda to the evening, Mike Fillery on behalf of the branch congratulated the Chairman John Hinton on his recent award of an OBE for services to Noise Assessment.
The fifth meeting of the year and AGM was held on 16 November, again at Coventry City Council House with a presentation from the Health and Safety Executive’s (HSE) Tim Ward on the Implementation of Physical Agents Directive – Noise.  Tim’s talk outlined the content of the new regulations, and gave an insight into how employers, and those who advise employers, should take forward this revised approach to controlling noise at work.  This talk upheld the fine standard of all the presentations in this years interesting and varied programme. The formal issues of the AGM were dealt with after the presentation.

The branch committee also held a planning meeting in December to discuss the programme of meetings for 2006.

 

North West Branch 

The North West Branch commenced meetings in February, with a presentation by Peter Mapp of Peter Mapp Associates.  Peter gave a relaxed and informative talk on speech intelligibility and his experiences in measurement and its accuracy, current trends in sound system design and the implications of working in acoustically hostile environments.

In April Tim Ward of the Health and Safety Executive (HSE) presented the basic requirements of the new Noise at Work Regulations.  Tim expressed that the primary aim was to reduce the risk of excessive noise levels in the work place using practical methods, and not for widespread noise surveys demonstrating compliance with a limit.  It is the long term aim of the HSE to reduce noise levels in the workplace, as far as practically possible.

Dr Andy Moorhouse of University of Salford provided us in July with a useful presentation of work undertaken on behalf of Defra in the assessment of low frequency noise complaints.  Andy outlined the procedure for assessment, how the procedure was derived, and the results of field trials.

After the ‘summer recess’, Max Dixon, Principal Advisor to the Greater London Authority, fought his way north in November through bad weather to present his experiences in implementing London’s ambient noise strategy.  Max completed his talk with some thoughts on the future development of the Soundscape dimension – an opportunity for getting planners to consider noise or sound more seriously?

Our final meeting held at the end of November gave us time to hold our ‘long awaited’, but effectively short, AGM and plea for younger members to be considered for the branch committee to breath more life into committee meetings and the meetings programme.  However, the main reason for the meeting was a useful talk by Phil Dunbavin of Philip Dunbavin Acoustics Ltd on his experiences in preparing new noise control case studies in industry for the HSE.

We are again indebted to Arup and BDP for hosting the meetings and providing great organisation at the venues, and to Bureau Veritas, if we can keep up to date with the name changes, for providing a venue for committee meetings.  Paul Freeborn and Paul Michel who keep the kettle boiling and succinct minutes respectively, are keen to be joined on the committee by young enthusiastic members; sorry Jo Webb, you are no longer young!

Scottish Branch

2005 was a fairly eventful year for the Scottish Branch committee and one of significant change.    

David MacKenzie, our Chairman for the previous two years, moved onto pastures new having taken up a new teaching post in Inverness.  The branch is grateful to David for all the energy and enthusiasm he put into the Scottish Branch during his tenure.  David's experience and ideas will not be entirely lost, as currently he remains as a committee member.

At the Scottish Branch AGM which took place in Edinburgh on 20 September,  Alistair Somerville was appointed as Chairman.  Alistair is well known for his involvement in Institute activities and the committee looks forward to Alistair's input as he takes over this role.

During 2005 Scottish Branch members organised two very successful meetings. The theme of the first meeting, held immediately prior to our AGM, was ‘Wind Farm Noise’.  The turn out for this meeting was limited only by the size of the venue!  Particular thanks go to Dick Bowdler for organising such a popular, topical and interesting meeting.

In November the Scottish and Irish Branches jointly organised a one day meeting on sound insulation. This was hosted by the Irish Branch at the Clontarf Castle Hotel in Dublin.  Special thanks are due to the Irish Branch Committee for their hospitality and for transforming the programme into a memorable event. Thanks are also due to Sean Smith for organising many excellent speakers and for his own informative presentation.  It goes without saying, that where the Scottish and Irish Branch are involved there is always a social side to their meetings and, true to form, after the close of the final session, attendees retired to the bar for some much needed refreshments.  Those who were staying overnight later ventured into Dublin Centre to sample traditional Irish hospitality.

The Scottish Branch hope to return the favour by inviting the Irish Branch over to Scotland for a reciprocal event during 2006
Southern Branch

The branch held a presentation on Bubble Acoustics in Nature – From Waterfalls in Space to Dolphin Sonar by Professor Tim Leighton at the ISVR Southampton on 3 March. The meeting was attended by thirteen members and four guests.  
A second meeting entitled, Being an Expert Witness, addressed by Mike Wright of W S Atkins, was held at the Winchester Guildhall on 12 May and attended by twenty two members and three guests. 

South West Branch

The current committee membership is: Tim Clarke (Chair), Stan Simpson (Secretary), Adam Lawrence, David O’Neill, Steve Peliza, Richard Perkins, and Graham Rock. The committee met twice in 2005 and organised one branch meeting. 

As often before, the University of the West of England was our host for this meeting entitled ‘Being an Expert Witness’ which (was presented by Mike Wright, the Principle Acoustics Consultant at W S Atkins Noise and Vibration). This proved to be a very interesting meeting for the 24 people who attended.

It is hoped that the Branch can build on this for 2006 and promote more meetings. To this end, the committee would welcome participation from other members in the region instead of reliance on the ‘usual suspects’.

Yorkshire and Humberside Branch

David Daniels was elected Chairman of the Yorkshire and Humberside Branch at their meeting in May 2005. This represents a resurgence of interest in the branch again, as is demonstrated by its recent meetings.  In May a meeting was held at Sulzer Pumps in Leeds. Following a branch meeting, Guy Rickard of Brüel and Kjaer gave a talk and demonstration on the use of sound intensity methods to measure sound power. This was followed by a tour of the Sulzer Pumps works, viewing their impressive range of pumps, used for example in oil and gas production. 

The September meeting was a joint Yorkshire and Humberside Branch and North West Branch meeting held at Holset Engineering in Huddersfield. It was followed by an interesting talk entitled 'Can the sound quality of a product increase sales?', presented by Dr Sophie Maluski of Hoare Lea Acoustics. The company gave a tour of the turbocharger production facilities. More meetings are planned for 2006, in order to continue the regeneration of this important regional branch. 

TABLE 1  MEMBERSHIP

	Grade
	2004
	2005

	Hon Fellow
	21
	22

	Fellow
	196
	194

	Member
	1371
	1402

	Associate Member
	714
	751

	Affiliate
	96
	92

	Technician Member
	10
	26

	Student
	49
	53

	Totals
	2457
	2540

	Key Sponsor
	3
	3

	Sponsor
	28
	39

	Institutional Subscriber
	15
	15


TABLE 2  GROUP MEMBERSHIP

	Group
	2004
	2005

	Building Acoustics
	719
	777

	Electroacoustics
	202
	214

	Environmental Noise
	1075
	1119

	Measurement & Instrumentation
	273
	288

	Musical Acoustics
	135
	149

	Noise and Vibration Engineering
	673
	705

	Physical Acoustics
	98
	107

	Speech
	96
	104

	Underwater Acoustics
	131
	129


TABLE 3  BRANCH MEMBERSHIP

	Branch
	2004
	2005

	Eastern
	236
	238

	Irish
	112
	107

	London
	558
	584

	Midlands
	360
	357

	North West
	297
	301

	Scottish
	124
	125

	South West
	205
	221

	Southern
	437
	442

	Yorkshire/Humberside
	171
	184


TABLE 4  DETAILS OF EMPLOYMENT

	Employment Category
	2004
	2005

	Architectural Practice
	18
	22

	Consultancy
	875
	946

	Education
	190
	185

	Industry/Commerce
	329
	316

	Public Authority
	515
	498

	Research & Development
	195
	185

	Other
	74
	76


TABLE 5  MEETINGS ATTENDANCE IN 2005
	Topic, Date & Venue
	Attendance

	From DAT to DISK

15 February

London
	53

	Sonar Transducers & Numerical Modelling

21-22 March

NPL
	80

	Does the END justify the means

14 April

London
	20

	Spring Conference 2005: The Heart of Building Acoustics – what makes it tick?

19-20 April

Oxford
	150

	Does the END justify the means

28 April

Birmingham
	30

	Developments in Noise Research

24 May

Birmingham
	67

	PPS24 Planning and Noise

1 July

London
	57

	Lets get Physical

13 July

Buxton
	65

	Wind Farm Noise Workshop

20 September

Edinburgh
	70

	Autumn Conference 2005: what noise annoys

18-19 October

Oxford
	110

	Good Practice in Reducing Noise

26 October

Oxford
	72

	Reproduced Sound 21-Feedback to the future

4-5 November

Oxford
	89

	Sound Insulation in Dwellings

25 November

Dublin
	106

	Lets Get Physical-2

1 December

Buxton
	38

	Planning and Noise

7 December

London
	94


TABLE 6

INSTITUTE PERSONNEL AT 31 DECEMBER 2005
	COUNCIL

Officers

President

President Elect

Immediate Past President

Honorary Secretary

Honorary Treasurer

Vice Presidents

  Engineering

  Groups & Branches

  International
	Dr A J Jones FIOA

Mr C E English FIOA

Mr G Kerry FIOA

Dr R J Orlowski FIOA

Mr K A Broughton MIOA

Dr B McKell MIOA

Mr S W Turner FIOA
Mr B F Berry FIOA
	Ordinary Members

Mr N Antonio MIOA

Prof T J Cox MIOA

Prof R J M Craik FIOA

Prof B M Gibbs FIOA

Mr C J Grimwood FIOA

Mr G J Heald FIOA

Prof T G Leighton FIOA

Mr A W M Somerville MIOA



	Committees & Sub Committees

Education

  Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control, Board of Examiners 

  Certificate of Competence in Environmental Noise Measurement

  Certificate of Competence in Workplace Noise Assessment

  Certificate in Measurement of Sound Transmission in Buildings

  Certificate in the Management of Occupational Exposure to Hand Arm Vibration

Engineering Division

Medals & Awards

Meetings

Membership

Publications

Research Co-ordination
	Chairman

Dr D J Saunders FIOA

Prof K Attenborough FIOA

Mr D Trevor-Jones FIOA

Mr T Ward MIOA

Prof R J M Craik FIOA

Mr T M South MIOA

Dr B McKell MIOA

Dr A J  Jones FIOA

Mr J P Newton MIOA

Mr B J Tunbridge MIOA

Dr M K Ling MIOA

Prof K Attenborough FIOA

	Specialist Groups

Building Acoustics

Electroacoustics

Environmental Noise

Noise and Vibration Engineering

Measurement & Instrumentation

Musical Acoustics

Physical Acoustics

 (Joint with the Institute of Physics)

Speech

Underwater Acoustics
	Chairman

Prof R J M Craik FIOA

Mr R Walker FIOA

Mr K M Collins MIOA

Dr M G Smith MIOA

Mr R G Tyler FIOA

Dr P F Dobbins FIOA

Mr D Cartwright

Vacant

Dr G J Heald FIOA
	Secretary

Mr P J Rogers MIOA

Mr P R Malpas MIOA
Ms N D Porter MIOA

Mr J Richards MIOA

Mr M J Armstrong MIOA

Vacant

Dr N Saffari

Vacant

Dr P D Thorne FIOA

	Regional Branches

Eastern

Irish

London

Midlands

North West

Scottish

Southern

South West

Yorkshire and Humberside
	Chairman

Mr M P Alston MIOA

Dr M R Lester MIOA

Mr J E T Griffiths FIOA

Mr J F Hinton MIOA
Mr P E Sacre MIOA

Mr A W M Somerville MIOA

Dr N D Cogger FIOA

Mr T Clarke MIOA

Mr D Daniels
	Secretary

Mr C L Batchelor AMIOA

Mr S Bell MIOA

Miss A L Carey MIOA

Mr P J Shields MIOA
Mr P J Michel MIOA

Ms L Lauder MIOA

Dr H Sagoo MIOA

Mr S Simpson MIOA

Dr K V Horoshenkov FIOA
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