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Draft National Planning Policy Framework – Consultation Response

Overview

The IOA is the leading professional body in the United Kingdom concerned with acoustics, noise and vibration and is active in research, educational, environmental and industrial organisations.  The Institute is a nominated body of the Engineering Council, a member of the International Institute of Noise Control Engineering and the International Commission on Acoustics and a founding member of the European Acoustics Association.  Members of the IOA are active in the development of UK, European and International Standards.

The IOA also gives support to the development of legislation and policy in the various disciplines in the field of acoustics and its response to the consultation document is based on this role.  The IOA, however, represents a wide range of members and disciplines in acoustics and the comments presented here are the consensus view of the committee of our Environmental Noise Group, which is formed by members who specialise in environmental noise issues as acoustic consultants, local authority officers and academics.  

The IOA response replies to only Question 1, of the list of consultation questions.  Our response to Question 1 is given below, followed by our other comments.

1. Presumption in Favour of Sustainable Development (Question 1)

Para 14. IOA members understand the effects noise can have on people, and we consider that noise can affect whether or not a proposal is sustainable for the future health and wellbeing of an affected population.  As such, we consider the framework should more clearly define ‘sustainable development’ if it is to promote a policy that moves away from a balanced assessment of all planning matters to a presumption in favour of ‘sustainable development’. It would help if there was guidance on how positive and negative effects of noise associated with a development proposal can be weighed against other impacts and the overall benefits of the scheme.

2. The Need For Technical Guidance

We understand the policy is to remove PPG24 Planning and Noise, 1994. Although some aspects of this PPG are out of date, and it has areas that can be improved upon, IOA members and many others use PPG24 extensively as both policy and technical guidance.  We feel there is a need for technical guidance on noise assessment and if the removal of PPG24 left a gap in such guidance this could lead to bad practice, and incorrect and inconsistent planning decisions for noisy or noise sensitive development.

3. Glossary

The meaning given to ‘Pollution’ should include noise.

4. Paragraph 173

The first two bullet points reflect the first two aims of the Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE).  The third bullet point reads:

· identify and protect areas of tranquillity which have remained relatively undisturbed by noise and are prized for their recreational and amenity value for this reason.

We welcome the reference to protecting such areas, but feel that the overall requirement for development to be sustainable renders the qualifying need for them to be ‘prized for…’ redundant and that it should be omitted for the benefit of present and future generations who may use them.

The third aim of the NPSE is as follows:

· where possible, contribute to the improvement of health and quality of life.

The Noise Policy Statement for England (NPSE) requires improvements to be made where possible to help offset the inevitable negative impacts elsewhere in order to help make development overall more sustainable.  This aim should be added to the National Planning Policy Framework to help make it consistent with the NPSE.

