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During 2016, the Group has organised two one-day meetings.
The previously successful “BS 4142 Workshop - revisited” was re-run on 10th March at Austin Court, Birmingham, again organised by Mark Dowie and Tony Higgins, and we are also grateful to the original contributors for making themselves available.
On 6th October, another one-day meeting was organised, “Where shall we three measure again, in lightning, thunder and rain….”, concerning accurate measurements in the face of inclement weather. The meeting took the format of a workshop, which involved ‘real’ measurements outdoors, at the Fire Service College in Moreton-in-Marsh.
Ably organised by Mark Dowie, the format was deemed a success, generating a useful surplus, and future meetings will certainly benefit from lessons learned.

The Group also contributed a half-day session at the Acoustics 2016 conference on 5-6 September in Kenilworth.
During 2016, the Group identified a need to cover numerical methods as part of its remit, and co-opted Giles Parker on to the committee. Giles is organising the next meeting in 2017, on 14th March in Manchester entitled ‘Sound transport modelling’

The Group committee will also provide several session co-chairpersons at the forthcoming ICSV24 Conference hosted by the IOA in London on 23-27 July 2017.

2016 also saw two events potentially affecting the acoustics instrumentation community – Brexit, and the closure of the airborne acoustics facilities at NPL. Tony Higgins provided a detailed summary on the Brexit issues for the IOA, and we are also pleased to retain the services of both Susan Dowson and Ben Piper, despite the latter moving on from NPL to pastures new. The Group will continue to provide input to the IOA efforts at mitigating the effects of the NPL changes on the acoustics community.

Over the past year, the Group’s Committee members have continued to contribute to the regular “Instrumentation Corner” article to the IOA’s Bulletin, 44 to date, which has produced some interesting discussions and articles, and this is scheduled to continue for the forthcoming year.

All available articles have now been edited and made available on the Members’ Page of the Group on the IOA website.
My thanks go to all members of the Committee for the active roles they take in all aspects of the Group’s activities. 
John Shelton

Chairman, Measurement and Instrumentation Group, Institute of Acoustics.
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