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THE INSTITUTE OF ACOUSTICS LIMITED 
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024 

The trustees present their report and the independently audited financial statements of the charity for 
the year ended 31 December 2024. 

The legal and administrative information set out on page 2 forms part of this report. The financial 
statements have been prepared in accordance with the accounting policies set out in note 1 to the 
financial statements and comply with the lnstitute's governing document, the Companies Act 2006, FRS 
102 "The Financial Reporting Standard applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland" ("FRS 102") and 
the Charities SORP "Accounting and Reporting by Charities: Statement of Recommended Practice 
applicable to charities preparing their accounts in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard 
applicable in the UK and Republic of Ireland (FRS 102)" (effective 1 January 2019). 

Objectives and Activities 
The objects of the charity are to promote those working in acoustics. The lnstitute's principal objectives 
are: 

Education 
The Institute administers its Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control together with Certificates 
in Workplace Noise Assessment, Environmental Noise Measurement, the Measurement of 
Sound Transmission within Buildings and the Management of Occupational Exposure to Hand 
Arm Vibration. All courses are held at regular intervals at Centres throughout the country. In 
addition, the Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control is also available by tutored distance 
learning. 

• Conferences and Meetings
A substantial annual programme of technical conferences and meetings occurs, some of which
have an international flavour. These are a mixture of face-to-face, hybrid and fully online events.

• Publications
'Acoustics Bulletin' is published bi-monthly and carries articles of professional, academic and
technical interest. Proceedings record the papers presented at the lnstitute's formal meetings
held during the year. A well-stocked Library is available to members and the lnstitute's Web
Site is a regularly updated source of information.

• Engineering Council
As a nominated body of the Engineering Council, the Institute can award Chartered Engineer
and Incorporated Engineer status to suitably qualified members.

• International
The Institute is a member of the International Institute of Noise Control Engineering (I/INCE),
the European Acoustics Association (EAA) and the International Congress of Sound and
Vibration (ICSV).

• Future Development
Future development of the Institute will focus on promoting the profession and acoustics,
providing policy advice related to acoustics, supporting the professional development needs of
members, increasing membership, developing the education facilities and promoting acoustics
in education and maintaining and extending present activities. The Institute is investing in its
digital presence and has commissioned the development of a new personalised website and is
recruiting a Director of Education to drive the digital delivery of our education offer.

Page:3 



THE INSTITUTE OF ACOUSTICS LIMITED 
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024 

Achievements and Performance 
The Institute has continued to serve the interests of its members through its established programmes in 
the areas of education, professional development, meetings and publications, and by providing 
representation in areas such as the Engineering Council, Standardisation and International affairs. 
Strategic development of the Institute continued to be a priority and various actions were implemented. 

The Trustees confirm that in the exercise of their powers as charity trustees, they have had due regard 
to the published guidance from the Charities Commission on the operation of the public benefit 

requirements and the aims of the charity are carried out for the public benefit. 

The Trustees also agreed a programme of investment in 2024, making use of the lnstitute's financial 
reserves to further the objectives of the Institute. During the year: 

• A new responsive website was commissioned which will go live in 2025.

• One day and evening face-to-face meetings took place. In addition, shorter online workshops
and webinars were held, which remain popular. The year saw the Institute run 3 face-to-face
conferences: Acoustics 2024 in Manchester, ICU in Bath and Reproduced Sound in Bristol.
Many of these events contained a celebratory element of the lnstitute's 50th Anniversary.

• Face-to-face teaching was offered at the IOA office but the majority of Diploma students chose
to attend online. Online sessions remain popular as students avoid travel time and costs.
Students are also able to watch the lessons again in their own time via the Moodie learning
platform. In 2024, 57 students passed the diploma with 191 candidates passing other courses.

• The Parliamentary Liaison Group has continued to make success at Parliamentary level in
growing a network of influence. This has included communicating the report of the House of
Lords Science and Technology committee on the effects of Artificial Light and Noise on Human
Health to incoming MPs. Members of the Institute continued to attend meetings of various All
Party Parliamentary Groups (APPG) including the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee and
the APPG on Health Homes and Buildings. The initial groundwork was completed in pursuit of
the ambition of establishing some form of APPG on Sound and Noise Management, with a keen
eye on the efforts of those like the CIEH, who, having secured the backing and will include some
areas of noise.

• The Institute continued to support STEM activities, including:
o Funding Edinburgh Science to work with schools in Scotland.
o Funding and working with SpringPod to continue to deliver online workshops to school

pupils.
o In Our Lottie Doll social media campaign promoting women in acoustics continued on X,

lnstagram, Facebook, TikTok or Linkedln.
o We continued to run our Secondary and Primary Schools competitions; the winners of

the Secondary Competition being presented with their award at the Noise Abatement
Society's John Connell Awards at the Palace of Westminster.

• The Institute continued its journey to becoming a digital organisation. IT systems in the Office
were upgraded. The design of the new website was approved in the summer of 2024 and work
commenced to build the site on Magnolia CMS. The new site will be built by Spring 2025. It
will not be launched until sufficient content has been uploaded, anticipated to be late summer
2025.
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THE INSTITUTE OF ACOUSTICS LIMITED 
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31 ST DECEMBER 2024 

Achievements and performance (continued) 

• The Diploma in Acoustics and Noise Control is now in its sixth year since extensive revision in
2008. During the year 91 students were awarded the Diploma with 250 students passing other
courses offered by the Institute.

• Seven candidates successfully presented themselves for CEng Professional Review Interview, of whom 3

were 'Individual route' candidates with diverse backgrounds. One Candidate successfully presented

themselves for an IEng Professional Review Interview.

• Membership again saw a small increase from 3092 in December 2023 to 3146 in December
2024 (excluding students).

• The Institute is represented internationally through the following members: Paul Lepper (EAA
Board), Jo Webb (ICA Board), Barry Gibbs (I-INCE Board and IIAV)), Adrian Brown (IIAV),
Rupert Thornley-Taylor (IIAV).

• The Institute remains a member of the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee.

Financial Review 
Due to the decision made by the Trustees to invest in various areas of development to further the 
objectives of the Institute. The statement of financial activities shows that incoming resources were lower 
than resources expended by £146,217. (Similar investment occurred in 2023 resulting in resources 
expended exceeding income by £89,821 ). The balance sheet indicates that total funds of the charity 
were £1,356,530 (2023: £1,502,747) of which all funds were unrestricted funds bar £NIL (2023: All funds 
unrestricted bar £628). These were represented by tangible fixed assets of £250, 194 (2023: £304,875) 
and other net assets of £1,106,336 (2023: £1,197,872). 

Investment policy 
Other than retaining a level of funds to meet the reserve policy of the Institute, most of the funds are to 
be utilised in meeting the main objectives of the Institute. The trustees do not believe it to be prudent to 
utilise the funds in long term investments and instead have decided to invest the available funds in short­
term bank deposit accounts to ensure the liquidity of these funds. As available funds increase over and 
above the amount required by the reserve policy the trustees will review the investment policy to ensure 
that the returns the Institute receives is maximised whilst not detracting funds from its main objectives. 

Reserves policy 
The trustees have adopted a reserves policy that they consider appropriate to ensure the continued 
ability of the Institute to meet its objectives in the light of the predominant risks to the organisation. 

The target reserves are based on continuing operations for one year having had a 25% reduction in 
membership and having sufficient funds to ensure Diploma students' courses are maintained for two 
years. At 31 December 2024 the target was approximately £650,000, with a minimum reserve of 
£400,000, and the free reserves excluding fixed assets were £1,106,336 (2023: £1,197,872). Out of this 
£nil (2023: £nil) is restricted to use on bursaries. 

The trustees have agreed a business plan to ensure that the appropriate level of reserves will be 
maintained into the future. 
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THE INSTITUTE OF ACOUSTICS LIMITED 
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

TRUSTEES' ANNUAL REPORT (INCLUDING DIRECTORS' REPORT) 

FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST DECEMBER 2024 

Statement of disclosure to auditor 
(a) so far as the trustees are aware, there is no relevant audit information of which the lnstitute's

auditors are unaware, and
(b) they have taken all the steps that they ought to have taken as trustees in order to make

themselves aware of any relevant audit information and to establish that the lnstitute's auditors
are aware of that information.

The report of the Trustees' was approved by the Board on 

A Chesney 
Secretary 
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and signed on its behalf. 18 June 2025
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THE INSTITUTE OF ACOUSTICS LIMITED 
(A Company limited by guarantee and not having a Share Capital) 

BALANCE SHEET 

AS AT 31 ST DECEMBER 2024 

Notes 2024 2023 

£ £ £ £ 
Fixed Assets 
Tangible assets 8 250,194 304,875 

Current Assets 
Debtors 9 258,369 159,441 
Cash at bank and in hand 1,102,100 1,271,661 

Total Current Assets 1,360,469 1,431,102 

Creditors: Amounts Falling Due 
within One Year 10 (254,133) (233,230) 

Net Current Assets 1,106,336 1,197,872 

Total Assets Less Current 1,356,530 1,502,747 
Liabilities 

The Funds of the Charity 
Reserves - unrestricted 11 1,356,530 1,502,747 
Reserves - restricted 11 

Total Funds 1,356,530 1,502,747 

These financial statements have been prepared in accordance with Companies Act 2006. 

The financial statements were approved by the trustees and authorised for issue on 
on its behalf by: 

Prof D Waddington 
President 

Company Registration No. 01157249 

Charity Registration No. 267026 

The notes on pages 16 to 24 form part of these financial statements. 
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and are signed 18 June 2025
























