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COVID 19: The Quiet Project - Call for measurement data 

It’s impossible to miss how quiet it is outside during the COVID-19 lockdown. Vehicles, aircraft, fixed 
plant and people noise have all significantly reduced as the UK Government advice of Stay Safe Stay 
Home is actively enforced. 

This has created a unique set of environmental noise conditions and, as a dedicated community of 
scientists, we are urging you to please take part in a community data gathering exercise to capture 
this moment. 

This time-critical exercise will provide a publicly available UK-wide data bank of sound level 
measurements which we expect will be invaluable to the scientific community to inform future 
work. This could include, for example, future transport solutions and soundscapes, bat and bird 
behavioural patterns or even tracking the health of the economy. 

It’s easy to get involved and you can start gathering data today. 

 You will require a calibrated Type 1 or 2 sound level meter with logging capability and a field 
calibrator.

 Set it up in your in your back garden or other publicly accessible space, as long as you able to 
stay safe and observe social distancing measures.

 Programme your meter to log consecutive LAeq,15min and corresponding octave band data 
over the same period, as well as LA90, LA50, LA10 and LAmax values. Please switch off audio 
capability to control file size.

 Continue the survey over a period of at least 48 hours, ideally a week or more if possible. 
Don’t worry if you can only do short attended measurements, all data is welcome.

 Gather supporting information, including photos. A field notes sheet has been provided and 
will be downloadable from the project website1. All potential sources of uncertainty should 
be identified and noted, as well as other soundscape observations.

 When the measurement is complete, save your data as an Excel spreadsheet in the template 
provided. Upload your files to the project website, including the raw data files.

 Repeat the survey at 6, 12 and 18-month milestones.

We know not everyone will have access to measurement equipment right now, but we don’t want 
anyone to miss out as maximising the volume of data will be crucial. If you haven’t got access to 
equipment during the lockdown and can’t borrow it from a friendly neighbouring Consultancy, 
please get in touch as soon as possible and we will try to arrange for equipment to be provided on a 
temporary basis. If you can pool equipment regionally, that would be the most efficient solution.  

Please take this opportunity to contribute and encourage your colleagues to do the same; in these 
uncertain times we are determined to create a positive legacy. 

All queries can be emailed to project co-ordinators KSG Acoustics projects@ksgacoustics.co.uk 

1 http://www.thequietproject.co.uk 
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