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Richard Burden
To ask the Secretary of State for Transport what recent discussions he has had with his EU counterparts on (a) the European Regulation on the Sound Level of Motor Vehicles, (b) Article 9 of the Regulation on implementing proposals by 2022 and (c) Annex 9 of the legality of the pause switch. [172360]
Mr Goodwill
Mr Goodwill:There have been no direct ministerial discussions with EU counterparts. The Department's officials have negotiated on the basis of the agreed Government position during the ongoing discussions between member states and the European Commission, most recently at Council of Ministers Working groups held on the 11 and 24 October. The Government has opposed calls to mandate acoustic vehicle alerting systems in Article 9 and Annex 9 of the proposal, irrespective of the implementation dates, taking account of the available evidence and the additional burden to manufacturers and consumers.
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