[bookmark: _GoBack]Dods 23 June 2014

		[image: Image removed by sender.     House of Commons
]
	
		Noise: Pollution Control 

	House of Commons - Written Answers 



	23/06/2014 




	

	

	

	Answered on: Monday 23 June 2014
Communities and Local Government
Noise: Pollution Control
Kerry McCarthy: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what guidance his Department provides to music venues facing potential closure from noise abatement notices as a result of change of use of neighbouring buildings under permitted development rights. [200374]
Nick Boles: [h olding answer 17 June 2014] : Under nuisance law, it is for a local authority to decide on a case by case basis whether or not a noise constitutes a statutory nuisance. The ‘character of the locality’ is one of a number of relevant facts that would be taken into account, and well-established music venues would certainly be a consideration in assessing the reasonableness of the activity being carried out. 
The National Planning Policy Framework states that existing businesses wanting to develop in continuance of their business should not have unreasonable restrictions put on them because of changes in nearby land uses since they were established. This policy is clearly material when considering planning enforcement cases in relation to new land use changes nearby. Our new suite of planning guidance directly addresses the issue of noise, including advice on noise mitigation measures. This can be found online at:
http://planningguidance.planningportal.gov.uk/blog/guidance/noise/noise-guidance/
The licensing process also provides an adjudication mechanism between local residents and licensed premises by which practical measures can be introduced to control and mitigate noise. Statutory guidance recommends practical conditions such as closing doors and windows, the installation of acoustic curtains or rubber speaker mounts. While recognising the need to tackle public nuisance, the guidance also advises that licensing authorities should be aware of the need to avoid inappropriate or disproportionate measures that could deter events that are valuable to the community, such as live music.
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More broadly, it is also in the commercial interests of any developer wishing to sell and market new residential accommodation near an existing music venue or licensed premises, or indeed in any urban environment, to take into account nearby noise, and seek to address that via good internal design and appropriate mitigation mechanisms (such as double glazing).



image1.jpeg




