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A CODE lN PRACTICE!
(Code of Practice on Noise from Organised Oil-road Motor O/ole Sport) [1]
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HighPeakBoroughOoundI

1. INTRODUCTION

Any Code of Practice produced wtside the proledlve umbrella oi legislation can only be effective If all
the relevant parties recognise its value and volmterlly abide by Its recommended procedures. This
presentationishMgMigMdrepmbimthatmsenmunteredmwminpodudngaCodecf
Practice and Mrat urn happen lfthe required attire main parties Involved Is reamed.

2. BACKGROUND

Asfarback as1888 Environmental Health Officers attending meetingsof The MandresterArea Council
ForCleanAlrarrd NoiseComulWCCANcwerecomemedahcutnolse problems being encountered
in their constituent authorities. from motorwoles In various iomrs. The main problems could be split Into
wwdlalnctgroupsl) OnRoaduseend ll) OllRoaduse.

Onmadpmuemswereoenvedarwndthemlurseolsmallmtorqdes. oflerrwlmiaultyoradjusted
silencers, driven around residential areas at unscclable times. Off road use could he cleany broken
down Into I) Organised Oil Road events and II) Unorganlsed Oil road use often by individuals or small
groups riding around waste land again near to residential areas

Research was undertaken Jointly with The Derbyahirs Advisory Council lcr Clean Air and Noise Control
(DAOCANC) end The National Society for Clean Air and Environli Protection (NSCA) [2] to
n'ieasurelhenolselavelstrcmroadmadrinestolorrnthebasietcrdavelopmemctastaflc roadside
test. Thiswkccincidedmththelntmduction attire MctorQ/cle NoiseAct1987rlndaeveral lrlalswlth
localdeetaoespmvedhntaedenfiflcWooddbeedofledmhandngfirewbjewve
approach often adopted by officers wilt-loin the necessity of lull drive-by testing to the requirements or
the Motor Vehicles (Cormmction and Use) Regulations 1986.

The roadside testing ofvehioles and motor cycles In particular has neverrsally developed In the UK but
through the developmenl at specific measuring equipment has been quite successful on the continent,
particularly in Sweden. >

Off road problems fell Into Mo categories, that of the Isolated or small groups of Individuals using waste
land, and the problems coined by organised events taking place on farm land etc. under the auspices
of Permitted development under the Town 8. Country Planning (General Development) Order 1995.
Under this legislation activities can take place tor up to 14 days in any 12 month period.
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mefliucateguycanbedealtmhvlanoisenuisanoeprooedurabiiimeaaooiidvmdlfflwlttostopor
comm dwwhlmflmmmmmmmdmmmmmmlmm.

Onewaylmdwasto muducemmuiem-opaalmofmlndmyammmesacode

of plastics to minimise the noise impm of organised events opeiating under Gemini Development
Oidcm (GDO'c). »

3. DEVELOPMENT OF THE CODE

Duringttieeanypmaf19873mcetlngwasheldwithwimlveshomumaamma
Rights Amoclatlon) [3]. the British Motor-waists Fedeta‘llon (BMF) [41 and the Auio-o/de Union (ACU)
[5]. mmwmmmmwmmmnmmmwmnmot
Wmmngmeadivmesofmcirmembetswwldbebmadlymlcunad. Somellmwasapent
dimmmuanmemflflamflaWWcWMan
probablyhelpadttiatmofmaEmlmnmemanealmotflmmm fliesemeetlngsmcflllor
hadbeennmoruycllsull'icmselves.

ByNavemberiBBBadmflloecodeoipmdicehadbaendiavmupandineetlngswaianowualdng
pimumwmmmwmmmmmmimmAmaiionoiGieaiBmin
Ltd[a]. moanmlfleedlsumlngthecodehadgmntulndudaiapmsenmvesmuke
manufaauthcMCA. ACU. AMCA. BSMA. YMSA. LARA. MAPAC. NSCAandtheNoise
Council.

Thepanlesimolvedfeltmatttieptopetwayfomardwouldbewpmducaacodcmiclimuidbe
whinittedtcthaDoEfnrapptwalunderaactionflofthaOomolofPolluilmAaiBfl. Wlflitliisalm

ianammmmmmmmmmmommmmmimm
representatives. ltwaslefllmportammthepmposcdcodemidbanueamcand
consequentlymellliielyioberecognlsedandusedlfltwasdiuwnupuflthiepresmlntlveslminthe
Emlionmenlachaltlipmfesalon.

Inteiestlngly llils medias finished melamine Mshtha‘lthsnawCodacl Pistach would be
publlsliedbyflieapnngofieasmndmalmecodcmfldmcclvednawtwalandaccradltntlcnofthc
Seamryofsm .

4‘ OBTAINING RECOGNITION OF THE CODE

Havingomclnedadrafllnatcirnagraeahlctoall paitiesthenaxtoWevaslnobtain cppiovalfmm
theSeaamiyomefotInduslonasaCodedPiacticamdefthplemlofPolluflmAflmu.

Contact with the DOE Indicated awlllingness to pursue this line of action and a copy 01 the dmfi code
waswbmlttedtotheDcE lawyeis for comments.

Eventually pennlsslon was leoelved i0 pmgiess lo the next days of public constitution including
preparing a list otwtiom to consult Anyone having done this exercise will mm the list is a very

extensive one. After the required consultation period the responses ans collated and the consultccs s
WhmdaswmmammmemmibeimmmIMOMamendedwdc. Someol
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the urggedionemadewere relevant and changeswero made but othersweretettto betoo epeclflcto
Individual applications and as sudr were acknowledged but notIncorporated.

Wiladmnmmrmsmnsesathpmwsedamemmtogmmmmm
returned tolhe DoE tor approval. Several meetings took place between the EHO’s representan the
NoIeeCouncIIJtteNSCAendtheMAPACandtheDoE.

OneottheareasotconcernvmlchcametoIlghtdurlngthedratilngotthecodevmstheledtoiactual
mleememrrementsfrom organised off-road events. In orderto allowdatato becollectedand collated
Inthlsereaendtceeewhelheranyhrrtherfinetunlngcttheccdevasrequlredaneppendlwas
Included In the code to allow total EHO's to submit a noise reporttonn. This. together with subjective
mmwnngtheoourseoftheevems. muldalloweplcturetobebullt upolwhetwas
generelty acceptable. Thecode could be modified it required In the light of eclentlticeliy obtained noise
date

fireDoEdldnotegreelt'lateucheppendloesehouidbelncludedespertofmecodeandenypublished
versionshouldnotcomalnthemeasurernent details Anumberotother mlnorcommentsweremade
arrdlhedocumenteubmltted again tothelegal watchdogs wtthln the 002.

5, PUBLICATION OF THE CODE

Tlme went by and there seemed no Indication that the code would recetve ofilclal bedan and
publication bythe DcE. All the parties Involved In Its produdlon were happy that ltwould be a wortcable
documenterdImeodtherewereconstantrequeststorooplesotthetlnaldraflvereicntrornLocal
Wesmdwerflupanisaspmparedtoebldebyflteguidameofiaedbydncode.

PublimtlonotthecodewasappmvedoylheNolsecoundlon19thJanm19946ndtheCodevas
launched during the week commencan 24th January 1994.

The code of practloe was supported by the Manchester Area Pollution Advisory Council (MAPAC), the
National Secler for Clean Air and Environmental Protedicn (NSCA). the Motor Q/cle Industry
Association. The Anton/ole Union and the Amateur Motor aiding Assoclatlcn The new Code of
pradlce was very well reoelved and enjoyed the support of all interested parties enabling organised 0ft-

Road events to take place In a controlled manner Mthout causing unnecessary disturbance to nearby
residential areas

8t PROBLEMS WITH INTERPRETATION

Late In 1993 concerns were expresed by the ArnoQ/cle Union that over zealous Interpretation of the

code by some local authorities was causing problems to some of Its members. It was alleged that the

methods and memures outlined In code to mlnimlse disturbance was being applied to situations where
the General Development Order was not relevant. Sites used for more than 14 days In any twelve
month period required the benefits at planning consents Which could be conditioned accordingly.

It was felt by the organisers of off—road events that the code required amending to remove any doubt as
to when it should be applied. The problems encountered resulted In the ACU removed Its support for

Proc.l.0.A. Vol 19 Part B (1997) 189

 



Proceedings of the Institute of Acoustics

MOTOR CYC|£ CODE OF PRACTICE

the Code and eeldng for a meeting with the orlglnal oommlttee to try and rewrite oerlnln parts 01 the

code.

Ameetingwasoohvened In anher 1996eHhe Motor Ojde Industry Asodetlonudhefluarters In

Coventry Unfamnetelyeomeoftheodglnaleuthorswerenotevallmleendltfelltomyeelftobethe

sole IepreserrtetiveottheLomlAuthorttyside, The meeting proved very productiveendtheprmed

revordlngapplledtotheeoopeoftheoodeandtoparteofthelrnrodudion Theaduelteetholtheoode

wereundtangedamflmtenmetmememrespmposedwerealllveryrolevam. mopportunlty

wasusodtoupdetethedeflnltionofmmao/destolndudeouedsandsubequemmtothe

permissiblenoleelevelshorndifieremtypeeotmadrlnes.

An agreed modified and updated code was produced, the problem mwasto find someone to republish

and put the amended domment beck Into the publlo arena.

7. THE WAY FORWARD

The ortglnal Code of practice was published and copyrighted by the Nolee Council. Any further

publlmtlone should be either produced by them or the copyright waived to allow other Interesth parties

to produce the amended dowment.

The NSCA have expressed an Interest in taklng the matter further and there is a still 9 Melt by all the

partlesoonoemedthattheOodeshouldbeedopted [1th D05 It only rernelnstomolvethelegelltyot

Mioel’rwldproduoeandflnametheprojea lhopethatthesepolntsoenberewvedlnthenearhnure

eothataCodeotPraotloe. pruventobeaworkabledooument, can beputbaoklntothewbllcdomaln,
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