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KES'ION FRUIT FARM, BRDMLEY: A CLAY PIGEON SHOOTING CASE STUDY
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Environmental Health Pollution Tam. London Borough of Bromley

L INTRODUCTION

BigginontheBumpzthewntld-famous Spitfirebaseuhhe Second World War. Onahumpfitomainlyigin

facusevemlhnmps. lthfimatdmammtwmmeNmmDownsfomambaofbmgivhgam

ofundulafinghillsandvnlleys,withnviewoverthewholeometrallAndonandbeyundonaclearday.

Big‘ginHilliswherenuanernmemathnrhonBromley. Theeoqaausionintheueadu'ingthepastthirtyyars

hasheendnmaficudmflpodrmofhndmniuheingdevelopedfonedmflnluse. Onnlargersaalmthe

oummmyofbefenoehodisbdngndwdopedemmhhighflpopflaflmdensifics‘ Thisexpansionwithin

theGremBeltismmdngmemmherofpeuplewhofiwflmhdgmofopenfiddsvmhnunflheadmmges

anddistdvanmgesthnbriny. Thefarminglandintheareaisnotofthehighstquality,mdmnchlsumtly

setaside. Avuiayofamhmisedaflummhofiseduseshmgmwnup,mdmhmmmghnefivhyhenm

koepoanlanningEnfitroememOflioers occupied.

haddin‘on,hndmmmthelrumakefidluseofmdrPerminedDwelopmmRighumdehMguw,

andanygivenSundaywillseeamiglafionfiomsububiatothegreenfiddsoffligginfliflforthebootflairs,

motor cycle scrambling. mimlightflying. andclay pigeon shooting. Theresidentsaretheteforeundetfiw

illusionsahouxthealeainwhichtheyflwmdonthewholgantoleramofmostoflhmeaflivities.

2.3ACKGROUND

IuMay1996werooeivedourfirstoomplaintfiomaresideutol'lxavesGreenRoadabontthenoisefromanew

claypigeonshootintheam, Omfimvisitwasoonoemedwilhestablishingwhethetornottherewasa

nuisance.nndmuln'ngountaotwiththeorgmisers. neshwtwumganisedhyaGunChlbandh-iokplaoe

formightly on Sunday rooming. There was also the possibility ofa couple more shoots onBank Holidays to keep

withinthel’ermittedDevelnpmemoftwemyeighltim/esayear. Theshnotwnslaidotnnlongoneoftheridgcs

nmningmughlynorth-southandparallelwbeavesGreeanaiwilhthegunsshoofingnwayfmmthehnuses.

Therewnsnoattempttolimittheumountofnoisebyharfiels. Thelandonwhiehtheshootwasmkingplaaewas

anoldfiuilfarm. Stiflwtahlishedlargelynsorchardsthetreeshadbeenleflfiorseveralyearsmgobackto

nature,andleflanmeawhichlheCluhoonsideredtobechallengingasitofi'emdanumbetofdifl'emtshooting

possibilities.

The Organiser ofthe shoot was very act-operative He had a large amount allami available and indicated right

fromthestarthiswillingnefitoworkwithusinfindingasolutiontotheprobl. We. flkewisgwantodtowork’

towards an informal solution ifwe could Although we had no doubt aboutthere being a natutory nuisance, we

did not lmour, without the Organisers oo-opelatitm, whether we would be looking to modify the shoot in some

way to reduce noise levels, or, if we would have to prohibit the shoot altogether. As the land on which the shoot

was taking place amounted to approximately one hundredm we thought it unlikely that we would be

prohibiting the shoot completely.
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Fromourfirstdiscusionswithmemganisernmappamnmmemhadmadeamgemofmm
nvailnbletohimfordayplmonshoofinz.Indheagxeedvohinlarilylomovetheshootfi’omtheermosedridge.
WemadeitclearthatthenexxWpiooeoflondmaynlsobeunsuitahlebmwouldoondnanoisetemm
reoordlevelsauhenearestnoiflsensitiwdwfllings. Bythlsfimeoomplaimshadbeenleeeivedflomthenonlg

eastandsouthoftheshootingsiteandsowehadtomhlishseveralmnnitoringpositions. Atthismgewe
consideredthreemdenfialpnmiseswhichwethoughtwueflieworflnfiefifithelevdofnoisedependingon

thewinddirem‘on. 1henoisetestsweree1rriedoutunderstilloonditionsanditwnsfoundthmtheloodest
posinonhmwecnamstaneswasthemifialwmplaimt'shouseinmvesmm

lnordettnobtaintheoonfidenoeoftheOrganiserwehadtooonfimthemndardswhinhwewereseeldngto

impose. WewnnledtoreduoethenoiselevelinanyresidentialgardentolthanéodmAJfastflxeefield).

whichmeantnreduetionofaboutZO-ZSdB(A). ‘I'heOrganiscxwasoonoemedthatifoumplainlsoonfinuedwe
wouldthenimposeadifietenthighumndariormlosetheshoot. Confidenoeandmlstwnsimpomntatthis
mgeandweomfimedmmiflhesmndardwmdheachievedthenwewfldmeafomalmfioeudflme
EnvimnmentaleteaionAnlm whichwouldthenoonfinnthenoise levels.

AfunhernnaothmdearedformeshommWhudredbalesofhuywuedefivuedmmefimforthe
mmctionoftwo—sidedenolowesmundmhshootingpos‘tion Readingswetethentakmoftenshmsln

achpositiomfiringinievemldifielemdirections‘ Attherequstoftheomnlsetwellsomkreoordingsof
shootingontsidestraw-baleenclosnmhminnpositionwherethenwasmoreshieldingfiomtheoonmulsoflhe
ground. Asaresultoflhefimsetoftests,therequired65d3(A)msnotnchieved.hInthelaelswueciose
enaughthatweweleoonfidentthatfimhermwbalesnndauenlargememanhe'uclusionmne'wuldmeet

themndard. TheOrganiserwrriedwtmnherworkhmduetopoorwmthetwewereunahletovefifythenoise
levels. ComplaintscontinuedtnbereoeivedandwheninvesigatedthenoiselmlswereahommdB(A)witha
strongpositivewind

3. PROBLEMS ENCOUNTERED MEN TAKING NOISEMEASURst

Some of the problem we encountered during the investigation are outlined below.

minitialproblwnsgeningtherightmtheroonditionslotakenoisemdingx Themheingelevnted.
tendstobequitewindyfindisafioeledregularlyhyminandlowcloud.

Thenwehadprohlunsmbflshingtheoometposifiontotakemisemdinp. Complaintsweremeivedfiom
refidentstothennnheastandsouthofthesite Asmallnumberofresidemstothewestmyalsohavebeen
afieeted if the shoot changed orientation

Wenlsohadtoidentifythetypeofgunandcamidgeontheshoot Wefoundthoti'orngivenpotionand
discipline, noise levels varied by upto about 10 dB(A) depending on the gun. cartridge, and elevation ofthe
moulet

Most monitoring involved two or even three Oflioers and at least two sound level meters. Mobile phones were
used, although walkie-Ialkies would also have been suitable

Drawing up the Notice gave a number ofoptims, As there is no agreed national mndard or Code of Ptactioe, we
looked at various Codes and drew up a standard which we felt was reasonable. Several ofthe residts were most
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inn'stanthalnothinglosstlunclomaffiuhmlwanflsaflsfythmandmmdmlswnldmmmw
Muhammmduaiunmmisekwkmnmonghmmdddcmomemmughmmm
hadmducedlryabamzodBM),

4.NOISE AEATEMENT NOTICE

Althispolmmmvedafonnalnoticeanthzmganiserwhichconfimedlhenaiselevds,aswellas:

Mnnilnflng positions

Operating times
Shoot oriemlion
Noise bam'cu
Numbexsofindivimmanyenefimc
Type ofcartridges
PublicAfllus System (nmtobzused)

4.RESULT

TheNoficewmnmappealcdandtheOrgaflwmnedwpminpmmmmdmns. Inlhcfnlluwing
wccksamflmmhuaffimherwmphinmwmmcdvedmdmoniwflngwulmundmkm Dtlringonc
visitWOfimwuemeyMOrgnnisalhatmownuhadwldthefimandwauldmmlhzcnmn
withtheGunCluhandsothcywemnnlongerablelonsethelnnd.

5.CONCLUSION

Incancluslon.wcwcrcvcryluckyinthatwehadanOtganiserwhomsreasonahleandwhcwasashenaswe
mmfindnsalminm H:mpwdmztmiswymmmmmeshomwummmnfinmcnmhnmormal
mmmaybeveryseverensuicfions on the activity.

mm:ththe shoot onthe landsxopped. which clwly pleasedmnnyoflhc residents. TheSchedul:
cftheNoticcservedisgivminmeAppendixtumispaper.
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APPENDIX

Noiselevels
ThenaiselevelshoddnmarwedéOdB(A)whenmwedatanyofthemreehmdoufistedhdnwandshown

inthemapsonthefollowingpages:

l.puhlieuirpafk.lmvesGreenlload

2.5haredentranoeto100. lOZaLavsGieenRoadandValeI-‘arm

3.8mknoaslanemutsideI-lansler.Kogarahand0rwell

Hemiseleveliscaluuatednsthearithmetiemeannnhezsloudestgimshotatomrlnanyls-rnimneperiod

whenmeasuredasFAS'l‘MAXsem‘ng. Noisemeanuementsshoixldhetakmatleastumenesfiumany

rdlecfingsurfaoeandutaheishtofhetween l.2andl.5meoesahovethegrmmd.'
(uh. this Notice does not grant or imply permission to enter on to any private land without the permission dfthe

owner)

EQUIPMENT
Instrumentation used for sound measurement purposes shall conform to the specifications of British Standards

5%9md6698'l‘ype l (Preeisiongradeasappropflate)andshaflheealibratedpflorwundafiernsein

amordanee with the manufamuers‘ instructions. (any discrepancies to he noted)

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Noisereadinyshouldnotheoonsideredvalidifthewindspeed(positiveornegative)ismorethan5 m/s,or

during periods of precipitation.

OPERATING TIMES
Shooting shall only take place between the hours of 10.00 am and 4.00 p.nL subject to a maximum duration of

four hours. Shooting should not take place on any Bank Holiday, Remembrance Sunday, Christmas Day. Boxing

Day, Good Friday or Easter Monday. No shoot should take place within six days ofthe previous shoot.

SHOOT ORENTATION

The overall shooting orientation should he in the opposite direction fiom noise sendtive premises. Wherever

practical, the target selection should ensure that ground- muz7Je relationship is web that shotgun discharch

occur predominantly when muules are parallel or pointing to the ground. Whm this is not possible, for

example with I‘high bird” shooting this area should besituated as far away as possible from noise sensitive

properties.

NOISE BARRIERS

A system of noise barriers should he built to re-djrect, absorb and screen noise from the guns. The barriers

should he as close to the noise source aspossible, should he acoustically soft (such as soil, sand. straw, or

proprietary sound insulation products). The barriers shouldhe aminimum of3.0 metres higherthanthe shooting

position and should extend at Iona 2.5 metres to either side of the shooting position. orconsll'tlfled in a U-shape,

with the total inlemal length ofal least 5 metres (n.h. a Flaming Appliean'on maybe required for certain types

of noise barrier, and compliance with this Notice does not imply or infer the granting ofPlanning Permission)
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NUMBEROFINDIVDUALS

Thenumberufindividualsshmtingmanyfimeshaflberemimdmsix

CARTRIDGES
EastEmopammm-idgesshnuldnmbeused.

PUBLIC ADDRESS SYSTEM

PublicAddlmSyflemsshnnldnmbeuudexceptinemugcncis.
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