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General

1. In the early 1970's ss part of the investigations for the Nettinghamshire
Btrusture Plan, Social & Community Planning Research was commissioned by the
County Council to carry out heme interviews with a representative sample of
1,682 households 5n Greater Nottingham. Eaoh 40 to 50 minute interviaw wae
directed towards finding out what pecople were most concerned sbout in their
.onvironment and what {they felt were the most important matters to consider
whan selaoting an erea in which te live if they were contemplating a move to a
nsw home. Environment, in the context of the survey, was considered very
broadly and included such diverse mattere as the adeguacy of facilities for
pre~school children, the diffieulty of finding suitable jobse, the suffiocioncy
of ontertainment facilities, actess to medical merviceas and the ability to keep
up payments of rent or mortgage.

2. That "the traffic around here bothers us" and the "“noise around hers
bothers us" came out as being of major soncern to a substantial proportion of
familias. All soclo-oconomic groups took this view although there wae a
tandency for it to be of greator concern to manusl workers, becmuse, no doubt,
of the aress in which they tend to live. When considering an area for a new
homa the need for "psace and quioi” was surpassed only by the need for “good
shops nearby" and "safety from road traffic®. Peace and quiot was conoidered
to be appreciably more important than, for example, having "f{riends and
ralatives nearby", "a short journey to work", "easy access t¢ schools and
colleges” and several othor matiers which might have been coneidered very
important. Apgain there wae 8 remarkable consiptency mbout the views nlmogt
irrespective of family circumstances.

Structure and Local Flans

3. When nllocating areas for additional residentiml develepment in a
gtructure or local plan it is normal to sleve cut areas which are lsast
sultsable from, for example, an agriocultural or an employment acoessibility
point of view. An important constraint is often found to be traffic noioe.

4. The blighting effect of traffic¢ noise will obviously prevent normal
residéential development ¢loea t¢ a rural motorway and make it deeirable to
minimise development near to urban traffic routes, Thie is liable to lead to
subetantial arcas of land becoming virtually uselees. These blighted areas
tend to be coloured green on plamners drawings and, within urban areas, often
become dreary uceless patches of waote land which are exponsive to maintain in
idloness. Fven high quality Grade II agricultural land sandwiched Detwoen a
notorway and a built up arsa often beoomes, bocause of trespasc, of us=e nolther
to man nor beast.

5., It ie not only highway traffic noiee that may prevent land being devaloped.
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Land that is overflown by mireraft landing and taking off from a regional airport
probebly will have to be barred from residential develeopment deapite the faot
that to many of those working on the airport, the advantage of a home near their
work would be very great. Noise from aireraft sngine tasting can sterilice
substantial areas that in gll other respecte would be suitgble for development.
Thie would perhape not bg quite so bad if it wers not that, despite its advanoed
technology, the mircrart industry taken ag a whole, sesms to be a finencial
burden on the tax paysr who may well aleo suffer from the blighting effects of
airoraft noise. .

6. Nor can railway noisa = deapite the nice old fashioned image of the rail-
way — be anything but a nuieance if it be inoreased. If the North East
Letcestorshire coalfisld wers to ba mined it ig ocurrently enviesged that mine—
stone spoil hsaps, inersaeing by 2,720,000 tonnes a yoar, would be oreated.
Howover well run no ome likes & live coal tip. Preliminary investigation
suggeste that 1f instead of oreating theso tipe, £1.20 wers added 1o each tomns
of coal moved from the coalfield, all the waote minestons could be garried by
rall te tho holes st the Peterborough brick fi~lds. This, however, would mean
8 subetantial number of extra, heavily loaded, goods traine pasaing through what
are ocurrently vary quiet villages. The obvious advantage of aliminating
massiva tips has therefore to be set againat the roiss of thase goode traina and
tha extra cost befors a decision can be mads,

7. ‘Those who are oontemplating house purohess are ertitled to know how the
house may bo affected by traffic noise in the future. Sone struoture and logal
Plana specify into whioh tpaffic category all cximting and future roads are
allooated. 1In Nottinghamehire tho four categorion arei-

(a) Catogory I Main Roads (124% of roads) — Thi; inoludes Motorwaye, Trunk
Roads and other important prineipsl roads. The funstien of Main Roads ig
to carry traffio through Hottinghamehire, bBetwcsn main towns both within
the County and in surrcunding counties and betwesn the maln centres within
Qreater Nottingham, Traffic will be pooltively sncouraged to use thege
Mein Roads, partioularly longer distance traffic and heavy goods vehicles.
Apart from safety coneiderations, traffic needs will Tecaive priority in the
management of Main Roads.

{v) Category II Major Secandary Roads (64% of roads) - This includes the
remaining prinocipal roadse and some important distiributor roads. The
funotion of Secondary Roads is to carry traffic betwsen ond within the main
towns in Nottinghumshire mnd to faoilitate connections with the ¥ain Roads
network. Traffin will be pepitively encouraged to use Socondary Roads
and anvironmental cJ7ij. lerations, though important, will be secondary teo
traffic needs in their management .

(o) Category ITI Qther Socondary Roade (7#% of roads) = Thi includes othor
digiridutor roads and their functions are similar to roads in Category II.
Traffic will not be Popitively encouraged to use thesc roads but their
continued or inoreased use is antioipated. In the marnoranient of these
roads, environmental ooneidsrations will be given greater priority than in
the case of Major Sacondary Roads.

() Catogory IV Local Romds (13 of roads) - This comprises % remalning looal
distributor and access roada. The funstion of Looal Roaur iz to carry
traffic eround local areas and %o provide acoess to residantinl, commercial,
induetirial or recreational faoilitien. Only logal traffic will bo
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encouraged to use these roads, through traffic will not be encouraged and,
where appropriate, will be positively discouraged. In the management of
Local Roads, environmmentesl coneiderations will receive prierity.
Those contemplating purchase of property on category IV roads can hope in mosat
casep to be fairly free from traffic noise, at least from the road onto which
the house fronte. ‘

a. Tranaportation im en ¢ssential element of a struciure plan. The
Trangportation 9tudy of Nottingham and its Environs carried out in the early
1970ts by Halcrow Fox & Associates, in collaboration with the County Council,
threw up an unexpected result from an investigation of the number of dwellings
that would be mdversly affected by traffic noise.

9, Even the most extrems forme of on the one hand traffic restraint and on the
other of new highway constiruction, would result in roughly the same mumber of
people who would be diseatiefied by traffic ncige.

10. By the design year, 1989, Greater Nottincham's population will he

550,000 houeed in 210,000 dwellings. Four slternative traffic systems were
considsred: do nothing; System 1 — extreme cas restraint coupled with a first
claas bus mervice; System 2 — no car reetraint but with an exteneive bus system
partly on former railway lines and System } - » highway building orientated
syatem. The number of dwellings affscted by 68 dB(A) weuld be: in do nothing
- 27,7005 in System 1 - 23,900; in System 2 - 26,600 end in System 3 - 26,400.
Furthsr detalle are shown on the graph., For technical rezsons all figures are
somewhat under estimates but by a similar amount for each oystem.

11. Although at first oight theso figureos suggect that Sysiem 1 would be more
acceptable from the noise point of view it was thin system that produced the
greatast change in geographicel distribution of homus affected by noice.

Peoplo who benefit from a reduction in nolow do nol seem to appfeciaste the
benefit to enything like the extent that thosa who uro disbensfited by an
increase in noise, objoot. After making allowance for the fact that a 3 dB(A)
change has to be made before & change in noise is nommally noticeable it can be
concluded, at least in Greater Nottingham, that no traffic system,in principle,
in materially better than ancther from a noise point of view.

Development Control

12. A Planning Authority is sometimes faced with tho need io decide whether to
approve residential devolopment on & plot of land where any house built would
experience more than 68 &. 1}. When no other adjoining housen have been built
it is easy to refuss, What should be dono when the plot im the last infill
alte and every other plet im occupied by & good gquality reasonably medern house
which appeara to sell well? It is even more difficult when the road concorned
is a proposed future traffic route and past experience has Bhown that "a new
road to be built within the next 10 years" in the end may never be construoted.

13. Pinally - a paradox — why 18 it that Estate Agents genorally reprrt that
goed quality houses on mein reads in urban sreas sell well?
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