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1. INTRODUCTION

one of the major problems encountered when trying to measure
the directional characteristics of an acoustic source, is that
the measurement must be performed in the far-field. This
usually implies a distance from the source of many times its
'size’. To overcome this problem, many researchers [l][2] have
proposed that allow measurements made in the near-field of a
source to be used in calculating it's far-field
characteristics. Methods such as these require a measurement
of pressure and/or velocity to be made over an array of points
close to a source. This set of discrete values is then used in
a Helmholtz type integral to calculate the pressure at a
particular far-field position. The main problem of methods of
this type is that performing the integral for each far-field
point is computationally very time consuming. In this
presentation, a method is proposed using Near-field Acoustical
Holography (NAB) [3][4] to calculate the far-field pressure due
to a source. Because of the use of the FFT algorithm in the
calculations, the far-field directivity of a source can be
calculated much more efficiently. Also, using broadband
holographic techniques [5][6], a broadband (1/3 or whole
octave) far-field directivity can be calculated.

1.1 Definition of Directivity
The definition of far-field directivity used in this work is as
follows:

I(R.9,¢)
D(°.°)=_ (1)

In

where: I(R,9,0) is the far-field intensity by thesource
8 is the
9 is the azimuthal angle
In is the intensity which wouldbe produced by

the source if it radiated omni-directionally
into a half space i.e. In = W/sz’

polar angle
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2 THE CALCULATION OF THE FAR-FIELD INTENSITY

The far-field intensity in Eq. (1), 101,9,“ is obtained from

the far-field pressure p(R,8,0), which is calculated using the

following well-known formula, relating the far-field pressure

of a source and the Fourier transform of the source velocity,

v1:

 

em

p(R.9.0) = -J‘kac V,(kx.k,) (2)
ZVR

where: k' = ksinecosd and
ky = ksinesind

for kxa + ky‘ s k' i.e. inside the radiation circle.

This formulation of the far-field presure is equivalent to the

one given in Ref. [3]. For low-frequencies, there will onlybe

a few points of the discrete data set inside the radiation

circle, giving rise to a poorly defined far-field pressure.

The method used in this work to greatly increase the definition

of the far-field pressure is a 'sampling expansion' method of

interpolation, outlined by Papoulis [7]. This method uses an v

interpolating filter to calculate the value of a function H at

some frequency k'., from a set of 2N discrete values Htu.dk)

thus:

, 2111
“(k ) = E HULdk) Kfik’ - HA“) (3)

where K is the interpolating filter function given by the

followirrg:

sin(N-dx(k' - u,dk)) eidflk"#m/Z

 

Kp(k’ - u.dk) = (4)
2Nsin(dx(k’ - u_dk)/2)

where dx and dk are the spacing of the hologram grid in real

and k-space respectively, and k," = u,dk is the k-space sample

frequency. '

For the case of two-dimensions, as in NAH, a double summation

is used, following the notation of Veronesi and Maynard [4]

thus:

H(kx,ky) = fl; Hawkw) K”(kx-ku) Kym—kw) (5)
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where H represents the magnitude of the far-field pressure. If
the far-field pressure is required in one direction (kx = 0 or

= 0, corresponding to the X: or yz planes), and not over the
w ole hemisphere, Eg. (5) reduces to a one-dimensional
summation which is much less computationally demanding than the
double summation.

3. THE CALCULATION OF THE POWER

The acoustic power w, of the source, required for the
calculation of directivity (see Eq. (1)) can be calculated in
one of two ways:

3.1 Integration In The Far-field
The first method of calculating the acoustic power is to
integrate far-field intensity over a hemisphere in front of the
source:

I:

w = R‘ do sine.1(n,o,n.do (6)

0 0

In NAH this integral is reformatted to be performed over the
radiation circle, k,1 + k,’ s k’, thus:

k aunt“

a! 1(kx,ky)
w =- ax, — an, (7)

k (xi-kXI-kyz)’:
-k «than!

which enables Eq. (7) to be calculated using a simple double
summation. The advantage of this method is that the far-field
intensity is already known.

3.2 Integration Over the Source Plane
The second method for calculating the power of the source, is
to integrate the product of the pressure and the complex
conjugate normal particle velocity over the source plane,
2 = o [8]. This takes more time than the far-field method, as
both the real-space pressure and velocity of the source have to
be determined.
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4. NUMERICAL SIMULATION

This method for calculating directivityhas been tested for two

numerically simulated sources, over a range of frequencies and
hologram ’measurement' parameters. The two sources used were
as follows:

it A circular piston
* A simply supported panel

The piston radius used was 0.5m, the panel dimensions were
In x 1m, and the panel mode is (3,1), following the notation of
Wallace [9]. For the results shown here, the hologram
'measurement' parameters were as follows:

Hologram aperture (L) = 2.21::
Number of points (N) = 64
Hologram distance (2,.) = 0.03m

Fig. (1) show the directivity index = loLoglo(D(e,¢)) for the
piston for ka values of 1.5.10 and 40, corresponding to
approximate frequencies of 100, 500, 1000 and 4000 Hz, in the

xz-plane. As can be seen, the agreement between the

directivity calculated from RAH and the theoretical directivity
is generally very good, apart from at low frequencies, ka = 1.
It can be seen from Fig. (2) that the same conclusion also

applies for the panel source, for ka/z = 1,5,1!) and 40.

The poor estimate of the source directivity at low frequencies
(ka s 1) is due to the sampled pressure over the finite
hologra aperture being a poor representation of the true

pressure overan infinite domain.

For large values of the polar angle, (a -> 7/2), where the far-

field position approaches the plane of the source, it can be
seen that the calculated directivity decreases compared to the
theoretical directivity. This decrease in the calculated
directivity is due to the nature of the k-space Greens

function [4] used in the reconstruction of the k-space source

velocity, causing the far-field intensity to be underestimated
as 9 approaches 1/2.

A result from a broadband simulation can be seen in Fig. (3).
This shows the mm: 1/: octave theoretical and calculated

directivity for the piston source. The 1/3 octave directivity

indeces were synthesized by summing the narrowband far-field

intensity and power estimates for frequencies from 900 Hz to
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1120 Hz in steps of 20H: (12 narrow band values in all). As
can be seen the agreement is very good.

5. THE EXPERIMENTS

For experimental verification of the method, a computer
controlled xy-traverse was designed and constructed, with a
maximum scan area of approximately 2.5m x 2.5m. A single
scanning microphone with a phase reference signal was used to
measure the complex pressure at each grid-point, using a dual
channel FFT analyzer. The signal used to excite the source was
a multisine signal as used by Strong [6]. This signal is
broadband in nature, but at the same time deterministic, and
hence the averaging time required per grid-point is small
compared with that for a normal broadband noise signal.

5.1 Directivity of a Loudspeaker
To test the method, the directivity of a 12" (30cm) diameter
loudspeaker in a baffle was measured using a 1.1m x 1.1m,
32 x 32 point grid, and compared with the directivity
calculated from a direct measurement of the far-field SPL at 3m
and the power using an intensity scan close to the loudspeaker.
Figure (4) shows this comparison for the ZSOOHz 1/3 octave. As
can be seen, the agreement is good. It must be noted that the
direct measurement of far-field SPL could be in error for large
angles from the normal, due to the proximity of the side walls
in the semi-anechoic room used as the receiving room.

5.2 Directivity of Homogeneous and Non-Homogeneous Panels
Using this method, the directivity index of a variety of
panels, both flat and corrugated has been measured. Figure (5)
shows the directivity index at okHz for a 6mm thick aluminium
panel measuring 0.9m x 1.2m. As can be seen the panel exhibits
the "lobes" as predicted by Shen and Oldham [10]. Figure (6)
shows the directivity index for a trapezoidally corrugated thin
(0.7mm) steel panel of similar dimensions to the homogeneous
aluminium panel. Even though panels of this type have a low
critical frequency in a direction parallel to the corrugations
(the yzplane in the figures), the panel exhibits no pronounced
directional lobes.

6. CONCLUSIONS

A method has been demonstrated for measuring the directivity of
planar sources. The method gives excellent agreement with
theory for mid and high frequencies. The method does not give
reliable results at low frequencies, due to the low number of
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points inside the radiation circle, and due to the low accuracy
of the-power calculation. Work is continuing on the development
of a 2D "zoom" fast Fourier transform, to change the resolution
of the k-space quantities, such that the radiation circle
encompasses the majority of the k-space sample values, for all
source frequencies.
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Figure 5: The directivity index Figure 6: The directlvity index
of a homogeneous aluminium of a trapezoidally corrugated
panel in the akflz 1/3 octave
band
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