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THE ADIENIBTMION OF A BEARD“:- COI‘ISERVATION mamas

by
DJ. Brutal:

The requirements of o healing conservation programme have
been stated as being:—

1 Noise level measurement
ii m pmvision of bearing protection

in. Audiometric monitoring . -

Those working inthe field of hearing conservation and somtica
may feel that meeting these requirements inan industrial situ-
ation should not give riseto'undue Monty. In my view,
this is not the case. fiss'industrial medical officer she has to
provide and administer a hearing conservation programme for his
company will face'a'vu'iety of problems of varying magnitude. it
the present time there is increasing pressure on industrial medical
officers to- introduce hearing oonservation'programmes, and this may
well be a suitable opportunity-to enumerate some of the difficulties
of running such a. pmgrsmme. those she work in this specialist
area should understand that these problems exist and be ready to
give appropriate guidance if the prevention of noise induced hear-
ing loss by means -of.heerlng conservation programmes 'in industry
is'not to fender or fall into disrepute. ' .

1) Taking the requirements of [hearing conservation prep-me in
order, flue first eras in which problems arise is that of noise level-
measumment. ms purchase of suitable equipnent and the technigaes
of conducting noise level measurement surveys have new pitfalls.
In many cases it may be better for s oz:an to arrange for this '
work to be done an a contract basis' by an organisation familiar Iifll
this type of work. The cost of such surveys is often considerable
and their validity in short and long term is often questionable.
Acting on the results or these surveys rill produce many problems.

:Li) Advice sill be required on noise suppression of equipnent and
areas in mioh hearing protection ought to he provided. l mason-
able degree or expertise is required if the sdvioo given is to be
of real value. As far as the provision of hearing protection is
conceited, this is an area in which most industrial medical officers
are capable of giving sound advice, although evaluating the claims ‘
of various manufacturers of the effectiveness and suitsbflity of
their equipment may be rather difficult. It is possible, without
one and knowledge, to purchase equipment whid: is needlessly expand-vs
or fails to meet the requirements of the Job.
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1.1.1.) Tue provision of pro-employment and periodic audiometris ne-
oheeks orestes many mums: for the industrial medical officer

mun ompeny.

5)

b)

6)

The oepital cost of equipment isconsiderable, as an the

running costs. .

file provision and training of suitable staff is not easy.

Maintenance of useful aufliametrlo needs is an important
edministreflve requirement, particularly where large
numbers of staff have to be tested. hanging audio-
mstrio testing after a period free from noise exposuze is
an almost insupereble problem and i: it is believed that
this is an essential requirement then routine mdiamatry

in an industrial organisation is virtually impossible.

'nze administrative difficulties of organising mess audio-

netrio sheen are considerable and, if such surveys are
not properly organised, extremely expensive.

Statistical mom; of date may be desirable inst-garn-
isations with a large noise exposed population and poses
further problems if mud and usable results are to be
obtainea.

It industry in this country is to beasked to provide hearing

conservation programmes for the prevention of noise induced hearing
loss, the extent of such programs: should be carefully considered
and every effort made to wsolvs the difficulties mentioned Above.

 


