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he Home Awhority Principle was developed as an aid 10 eifective enfarcement based

on good practice and commonsense. The principle has been widely adopred by local authorities

and is supported by trade. industry and government. Jt applies 10 ull the trading standards, food
hyyiene, product safety and consumer protectian laws enforced by local auhoritics.

The Home Authority principle is designed to ensure that:

o docdd anthorivies place special emphusis on the yurveillanve of goods and serviees
urfginating in their area

e every lrade or Susinesy affering goods or services in the UK is be able 1o
tern g apecific Trading Stundurds authority for prevemtive guidance or wdvice,

e drading stedurdy leyistation is bnerpreted in o wniform way throwghont e CK *

e enforcimg anthorities " liaise closely with the home avshority un issues affeciing the
policies of am exivrprise

o mchinery exisis sor munitoring and resolving dispites in spprapriaie cuses

® There are buwseser dilTerenses in cerain legislotion applicable in Sewtlamd. Nonhem
Irchand and he Saie v Man. and yeu may be refemred 16 the eppropriute amhority lor atvice.

What this means to you

he 1lome Authority Principle etfectively pravides sny business with a known cantact puint
for enyuiries concerning il food and 1rading sindards legislation, [1is a 1vo way process:-

4 You can ask us lor general infurmation coneerning the Jaw and its interpretation ar
seck guidunce on specitic points,

o Asthe Home Authority we will udvise you on current und impending legal require-
ments. Should a prablem with any of your products be identified by our calleagues
sl here inthe UKL we will endesvour 1o bring iv your atientiun at an carly stage.
We will also cndeavuur Lo suggest solutions 1o these problems to prevent them
recurring

== Inthis way, your yuality sysiems should be enhanced und improved. enubling vou to
“Giet st Right First Time" with future products and services.
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colleagues and Liaising with collengues from other Jocal awhorities where appropriate, co-
ordinating guidance and advice 10 companies hased within its area, regardless of their size or
the number of outleis.

The Home Authority is the local authority which has accepied responsibility for assisting

However, it is often difficul 10 establich which particuiar authority should be the home awthority. It
may be the authority in the area where goods are imporied or produced, or the authority where the
registered oifice of the company is based. In essence, the intention is 1o designate as home authority
the authority covering the business premises where the relevant effective company decisions are
made.

Before offering significans advice the Home Authority will liaise closely with other aushorities hav-
ing direct experience of the company’s activities - in panicular any “onginating authorities”. An
Originating Authority is the authority in whose area goods are produced or packaged and/or serv-
ices are made available OR in the case of imported goods, where the goods were first physically
handled in the UK for markeling or final disiribution. An Authority which receives complaints or
enquiries, or detects infringements relating 1o traders for which it is not the home or originating
authority, is known as the Enforcing Authority.

Where infringemens are detected and possible legal action is contemplated, the Enforcing Autharity
will liaise closely with the Home Authority, Minor intringements will ofien be referred to the Home
Autharity to take whatever action they consider appropriate.

Altkough we will do all we can 1o help and advise, we connot
compromise over lepal requirements. The onus is always an you
o comply with the law. e offer advice in good faith but there
dre grey areay of the law where, although we may decide not to
iake tegal aciion in respect of o pardcular product or service, other
authorities would not be precfuded from doing so.

WORNING WITH BUBINEAS TO

GET IT RIGHT
FIRST TIME
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OTHER ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES

* CUSTOMS and EXCISE
* PROSAFE
* EUROPEAN AGENCIES

OTHER SOUND RELATED ISSUES
* TOYS
o HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES (NOISE

EMISSION) REGULATIONS
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